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Dear Family Member:
Welcomel! This year your child will be building important B
reading skills. You can help your child practice reading skills Eg
taught at school. By working together, you and your child -
can become partners in learning.
Each week your child will bring home:
* A letter for you that describes what the class is -
working on that week.
* Alist of the week’s vocabulary words and spelling
words. : !
* A comprehension activity for you and your child to ,
work on together. P
Reading is key to improving learning in all other subject |
areas. With that in mind, here are a few questions you .
may want to ask me when we meet: E
* How is my child progressing in reading? ; :
* Which area is my child’s strongest? 3
Which is the weakest? ‘ 5
* How can I help my child's reading improve? 2
Your inferest, praise, and encouragement are sure to lead i
to your child’s success in school. Here's o an exciting year 3
of learning! :
Yours truly,
Thod, Brade Juindor
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Vocabulary % it
cat
ached- hurt or felt sore bit
§
concentrate- think very carefully about what you are doing . fman 3
anthill |
discovery- something that was hidden or unknown is found ' cramp y
[}

educated- has a great deal of knowledge

effort- work needed to finish a task

improved- became better at something

inspired- encouraged to do something good
satisfied- pleased with the way something happened
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Dedar Family Member:

This week our class will focus on stories and storytelling. We will also
talk about what we can learn from stories and their characters.

Here are some activities that you can do with Eaes
your child to help reinforce the skills AN
we'll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page Y)

+ Words to Know: synonyms Your child
will use one of the list words in a sentence.
Then you will repeat the same sentence and
substitute a word with a similar meaning for the
list word. You'll take turns doing this until you've used all the words.

* Spelling/Phonics: short a, i Read the words to your child. Have
your child raise one or two hands to show what sound he or she
hears in a word.

| Comprehension: character (see page 5)

Your child will read a story about three squirrels and figure out the
character traits of each squirrel. Then your child can circle the words
beneath each character's name that describe the character.

Unit1 » Week 1 @



Word Workout

Words to Know

i You'll choose a word from the list and use it in a sentence. Then ['ll
repeat your sentence, but instead of using the list word, I'lt use another
word that has a similar meaning. We'll take turns untit we've used all the

| list words.

i ached concentrate  educated
effort satisfied improved
discovery inspired

Spelling Words

| I'm going to slowly read each word on the list.

| want you to raise one hand when | say a word
: with a short a as in plan. | want you to raise
two hands when [ say a word with a short j,

QV

C) as in sfip.

; clap bill hand

snack miss rack

; click grabs glad

; pink sick grin 3
: Li]
; 2
f camp stamp lift =
; *
Challenge:  anthill cramp g
| Review: cat bit man

@ Unit 1 » Week 1
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Comprehension: Character

Three Squirrels in a Tree

Now let’s read about three squirrels who get nuts from the same tree.
The squirrels are friends, but they are very, very different.

Skip has hunted for nuts for many years. He
always knows where to look. He can tell a
good nut from a bad nut just by looking at it.
He also knows how to get the other squirrels
to do what he wants them to do. No one
argues with him.

Rip likes looking for nuts too. But he does not like
to work too hard. He likes to lie on a branch and
look at the sky. He would do this all day if he could.
He likes to take naps, too.

Pip wakes up early every morning, just to see
what he can find. He can find more nuts than the
other squirrels. He always shares what he finds
with his friends. He also helps his friends when
they need help. He never keeps all the nuts for
himself.

Circle one or two words to describe each character.
1. Skipis: strong wise funny

2. Ripis: lazy busy odd

3. Pipis: kind generous sneaky

Unit 1 » Week 1 @
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| Expository Text - Grammar -
1 51’0!"}[ - commands and exclamations .
“Tch%r Dht”ef,l,m - Other Skills .
X 2 cher . inflectional endings .
: enl"e L n
C Realistic Fiction - Genre .
" realistic fiction .
0*0‘0‘0‘0‘0'0'0‘0'0'0'0'0-0-0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'000‘0‘0'0‘0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0'0‘0-‘
g Vocabulary
I celebrate- do something special for an important event
0
% courage- bravery in a difficult situation
¢ disappointment- feeling of sadness because something is not %

< as good as expected

E precious- very valuable o a person

E pride- a feeling of satisfaction in something you have done
% remind- make a person remember something

% symbols- a thing that represents ideas or objects

Y % traditions- things that have been done for a long time
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will focus on traditions. We will talk about how our
traditions can teach us about different cultures.

Here are some activities that you
can do with your child to help
reinforce the skills we'll be
practicing.

Word Workout (see page 9)

* Words to Know: context clues
Help your child describe a
birthday party for the United
States using this week’s vocabulary words. You will talk about why it
would be different from other birthday parties.

* Spelling/Phonics: short vowels e, o, u Your child is going to
name the letter that stands for the vowel he or she hears when you
read a word from the list. Then your child will spell the word.

Comprehension: sequence (see poge 10)

You will read a story about a boy who builds a model of the first
Thanksgiving. Help your child follow the order of events in the story.
Then your child will number the events in the correct order to show
what happened in the story.

@ Unit1 » Week 2
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Imagine that you are having a birthday party for the
United States. Make up a sentence for each word
below to describe the party and your reason for
having it. When you've used all the words, let’s see
if we can use them again to tell why we won't have
cake, candles, or gifts at this party.

celebrate disappointment remind
precious symbol courage
pride tradition

Spelling Words

| will read a word from the list. Tell me the letter that stands for the vowel
sound you hear in the middle of the word. Next you will spell the word.
Then, we will try to think of other words that rhyme with each word.

luck mess crops

jumps stop mug

rock pond head

shut clock slump

bugs step sock

Challenge: ready does

Review: clap sick snack

Unit1 » Week 2 @



Comprehension: Sequence

~ Build! Build!

Now we will read a story about a boy who builds a special model. Follow
the steps he takes to put together the scene.

Scott liked to make models. He was
working on a model of a scene from
the first Thanksgiving. He had gone
with his mother to buy the parts. He
got a model of a long table, dishes,
six Pilgrim figures, and six Native
American figures.

First he set up the table in the center of
his bedroom floor. On the table he put
little plates. Next he put a tiny plastic
turkey in the middle of the table. Then
\ : he heard a CRASH from downstairs.
C) Henry, his younger brother, was home

1 from schooll Scott heard Henry clomp
up the stairs. Henry was clumsy.

Henry stood in the door of Scott’'s room. “What are you
building?” Henry asked. “It’s a model of the...” Scott began.
But it was too late. Henry walked in. He didn’t watch where he
was going. Whoosh! The liitle Pilgrims and Native Americans
went everywhere!

Here are some things that happen in this story. Read each sentence.
Then write a number from 1 10 4 on each blank to tell the correct order
of events.

au) *sauedinn) ||IH-Mme10W BYL & WBuidos

_ Henry knocks over the model figures.

Scott places the model table in the middle of his room.

Scott puis Pilgrims and Indians at the table.

O ____ Scott hears a crash.
¢
;

Unit 1 » Week 2
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¥ scared- afraid of something X rock
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& o & |, Sheeze \
¢ classmate- someone who is in your class at school ’
% * 1'
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how people from different
cuitures contribute to a community. We will be discussing how we can
learn from people from another culture.

Here are some activities that you can
do with your child to help reinforce
the skills we'll be practicing.

 Word Workout (see page 14)

* Words to Know: compound
words Discuss the meanings of
the vocabulary words with your
child, and then take turns using
each word in a sentence.

¢ Spelling/Phonics: final e
Help your child review long vowel
sounds by reading each word aloud. Your child will hold up the
appropriate vowel| card—a, i, 0, or u—and then spell the word.

Comprehension: sequence (see page 15)

You will read a passage about how to start a small library in the
classroom. You and your child will figure out the sequence of the steps
given in the passage. Your child will look at the chart and write a
sentence that describes each step based on their order in the
passage.

Unit 1 » Week 3 @



Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s discuss the meaning of each word. Then we will take turns making
up sentences. | will begin by making up a sentence and saying “blank”
for the word | have chosen. You have to guess the correct word. Then it
will be your turn.

scared classmate pronounce

practicing tumble admires

community contribute

Spelling Words

I'm going to make four vowel cards. The cards will have the letters: &, /,
0, and u. VIl give you the cards. When | say a list word, you hold up the
letter card that stands for the long vowel sound you hear in the middle of
the word. I'll say the words slowly. Then you can spell the word.

() date lake skate
plane grade fine
life rice wise
smile rose globe o
T smoke come used :
%
Challenge: sneeze stripe
S
o Review: step rock luck

@ Unit1 « Week 3



Comprehension: Sequence

)
(. Start a Class Library

Let's read the story below and listen for
the sequence of events. Then you will fill
in the chart to show the steps.

You can make a classroom library.
First, have everyone bring a book
from home. It can be a new book,
an old book, a long book, or a short
book. Next, find a place for your
class library. It can be a table in
your classroom. It can be a
bookshelf. It could even be a box.
Then your classmates can each make their own library card.
Each card should have a student’s name on it. Students will
use these cards to check books out of the library.

() You'll also need to decide how long students can keep the
books they borrow. One week? Two weeks? Three weeks?
Finally, you can start lending books. As each student borrows
a book, make a list to remember who borrowed the book and
when it needs to be returned.

First

Next

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Cempanies, Inc.

Then

Finally

Unit1 » Week 3 @
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Story
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Comprehension Strategy
ask and answer questions in text

Unit 1 Week 4

Story

All Aboard! Eljjah
McCoy's Steam Engine

Comprehension Skill
text structure: cause and effect

Other Skills

plurals -s and -es

"Mary Anderson's
Great Invention”

Genre
Biography

Genre
biography
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Vocabulary

desug make a drawing or plan for something

encour'aqed given hope to do something

examme look very carefully at something
mveshqahon— people search carefully for something
gually made of the finest materials

imple- easy to do
soluhon a way Yo fix a problem

subsm'u’res— something that takes the place of something
else
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long a. ay, ai,
a_e, ea, eigh,

el, ey

fClII 0
grain

snail

paint

sway k
Tray

gray
stay
state
fake
same
weigh
they
fine
skate
globe
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how problem solving can lead
to new ideas and new products. We will be talking about people who
came up with new inventions when investigating and trying to solve

a problem.

Here are some activities you can do
with your child to help reinforce the
skills we'll be practicing.

~ Word Workout (see page 19)

* Words to Know: metaphor
Help your child think of an invention
that has changed your family’s life.
Then work with your child to use
Q the list words to tell about that invention.

* Spelling/Phonics: long a (spelled ay, ai, a_e, ea, ei, eigh, ey)
Rewrite the list words for your child, but leave out the vowels in each
word. Have your child write the missing vowels.

Comprehension: cause and effect (see page 20)

Read about the invention of the printing press. Help your child fill in
blanks that will connect the causes and the effects of the invention.

Unit1 » Week 4
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s try to think of an invention that has made a big difference in our
lives. We can use these words to talk about it.

design simple invention
encouraged  substitutes quality

examine solution

Spelling Words

Il make a list of the words with the long a vowel sound, but I'll leave out
the vowels in each word. You can fill in the missing vowels. Then we will
look at the list together to see how many words you completed correctly
and read the words aloud.

sway
plain

state shail gray

braid stay they

weigh fake same

Challenge:  sleigh afraid

Review: fine skate globe

Unit1 = Week 4



Compréhension: Cause and Effect
ok

The Printing Press

@ A cause is what makes something happen. The effect is what happens
‘ as a result of the cause. Let’s read each paragraph. Then read the cause
that follows each paragraph and write a sentence that tells its effect.

|
;

Hundreds of years ago, all books were
made by hand. If you wanted a book, it
had to be copied by a person. The people
who did this were called scribes. Making a
book by hand took a very long time. Few
people could have books because they
were very expensive.

Cause: Making books by hand took a long time.
Effect:

i Then a man named Johannes Gutenberg came up
with a solution. He invented the printing press
C) | in 1439. The press worked like this. Letters were
carved into huge metal plates. Ink was rolled on
top of the plates. When paper was pressed
; onto the plates, the letters showed up on the

paper.
Cause: Paper would be placed in the press. RN =
Effect: AL Z

As time passed, printing machines
changed. They became easier and easier
to use. Printing large quantities and books
became common because of the printing
press. But we wouldn’t have those
machines and all these books if it weren't
for Gutenberg’s printing press.

2w ‘sapuedwod |I4-meI03W a4yl & Iybuidod

Cause: Printing machines became easier to use.

() Effect:

Unit1 » Week 4
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Story

"A Mountain of

History"
Genre

Expository Text

Story

"A Landmark

Street”
Genre

Expository Text

Story

"A Natural Beauty”

Genre

Expository Text
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¥.massive- very, very large

E mohument- a building, statue, or other object made fo honor a

& person or event
o

I national- something that has a characteristic or has to do with a

&
& country

X
£ traces- small bits or signs left behind that show that something

% was there
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Comprehension Strateqy

ask and answer questions in text

Comprehension Skill

main idea and key details

Vocabulary Strateqy

multiple-meaning words

Whriting Traits

sentence fluency

Grammar

simple & compound sentences

Other Skills

compound words

Genre
Expository Text
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Vocabulary

grand- great or large

= carved- cut something into a shape

landmark- an important building, structure, or place

% clues- hints that help solve a problem or a mystery
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coast
coal
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broke
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float
soak
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note
show
toad
gold
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how landmarks help tell the
story of our nation’s history. We will read about and discuss some
famous landmarks in the United States.

Here are some activities you can
do with your child to help reinforce
the skills we'll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 24)

* Words to Know: multiple-
meaning words You and your
child will use the words for this
week to try to describe the
Washington Monument. Some of

O the words have more than one

meaning, and you will try to use

those words more than once.

¢ Spelling/Phonics: long o
(spelled o, ow, o_e, o0a, 0e)
You and your child will take turns spelling the words for this week.
One person will read a word out loud, and the other will spell it.

Comprehension: main idea and key detdails (see page 25)

You will read about the Gateway Arch in St. Louis. Then you will work
together with your child to fill out a main idea and details chart.

Copyright @ The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let's imagine that you were taking someone to see the Lincoln Memorial
in Washington, D.C., for the first time. See if we can use all the words
below to talk about it. The starred words can have more than one
meaning, so we have to make
sure we use these words
correctly. When we've used all
the words, let’s try to use the

; starred words in other

i sentences to show the other

meanings.
carved traces” clues
grand® national massive
landmark™ monument*
Q : Spelling Words

First, | want you to read each word aloud, and | will spell it. Then we will
switch roles, and you spell the words. After we have spelled all the
words, you will underline the letter or letters that stand for the long o

vowel sound.

coast float toad g

coal soak gold %
; sold scold slope g
broke note bone ‘31
slow show foe f
? Challenge: bowl program

Review: snail same weigh

@D Unit1 « Week 5




Comprehension: Main Idea and Key Details

) A Monumental Arch!

After we read about the Gateway Arch, we'll fill in the chart below.

The Gateway Arch is a huge steel arch in
St. Louis, Missouri. It took six years to build,
and it was finished in 1965. It was built to
honor Thomas Jefferson, the explorers
Lewis and Clark, and the pioneers.

Planning for the monument began in the
1930s. The mayor of St. Louis said there
should be a monument near the Mississippi
River. It was not easy to start building,
though. First someone would have to design it.

There was a contest for the monument. The planners

would choose the design they liked the best. They
Q chose a design by a man named Eero Saarinen.

He was from Finland. The design was very simple.

It was a silver arch. It would be 630 feet tall.

The arch was a monument to several people.
Thomas Jefferson was one of them. Thomas Jefferson

was the third president of our country. He also wrote much
of the Declaration of Independence. The arch was also a
monument to Lewis and Clark. Lewis and Clark explored the
country west of the Mississippi in the 1800s, before it had
been formed into states. The arch helps us remember the
pioneers, t0o. They settled our country long ago.

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companles, Inc.

Main ldea

Key Detail

Key Detail

U Key Detail

Unit1 « Week 5 @



Essential Question: Why is working ’roge‘rher' a
. good way ’ro solve a pr'oblem')

Story . )
"Roadrunner’s Comprehension Skill
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L Genre Vocabulary Strategy
Folktale context clues: antonyms
Story - .

, "'Deltona is Going Writing Traits

s Batty" word choice
Genre Grammar

. Expository Text

Comprehension Strategy
make, confirm, and revise predictions

Unit 2 Week 1

kinds of nouns: common, proper,

Story concrete, abstract
"Anansi Learns a Other Skills
< Lesson plural words with y to 7
) Genre
Folktale Genre
Folktale
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0

Q

% cooperation- people working together to do something

0

0

: attempt- try to do something
% awkward- clumsy and not graceful
crea’red made or built

% furiously- in a way that shows you are very angry
mter'fer-e get in the way of something happening
mvolved took part in something

< timid- shy and not brave

{ 0K 0 0 o 08 0 0% 0 0, 20 0 30X 0K 0 30K o
Podb0dd0¢500 5050509l S0ddad Sod ol SodadSeddel 5ol S0l b0d 5050 30505050l 5o S0 5ol

%
<P

&

2

&

-

25

&

RS

2

25

&

LR

o
%

K

&

R

&

(K

&
&

Ko

&

9

&

{05

&
%

2

&

25

&

O

&
&%

5

&

o

¢

SR

%
&

P

%

>

¢

LK

%
&

&

&

o

&

(XD

&
&

&

&

o

&

LK

&
ol

<2

&

9.

&

<2

&

25050850l S0 0

Graphics/fonts copyright DJ Inkers. www.djinkers.com www.theteachersguide.com

it
" SPELLING/ ',
"PHONICS

long 7

long u




Py Nt TN
~ " Hom -School Connection;

O

T
ey [

‘:\‘LM;&M..‘W_{/" T \\mw-;.wwhw.w;w’

E«mﬂmw#"%m M Mot 6 b, R e B O e

s s

Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on why working together is a
good way to solve problems. When people cooperate with each other,
they can learn new ideas.

Here are some activities that you can
do with your child to help reinforce the
skills we'll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 29)

* Words to Know: antonyms Help
your child define the words and then
think of an antonym for each word.

+ Spelling/Phonics: long i and long u Your child will write each
word after you say it. Your child counts the words that have the long
i spellings. Then you will help your child identify how the long u
vowel sound is spelled in the other words.

| Comprehension: theme (see page 30)

Work with your child to read the first part of a story, then to complete
that story following a given theme.

Unit 2 » Week 1
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Ill point to a word. You read the word and tell me what it means. Then
let's see if we can name a word that means the opposite.

created interfere attempt
timid awkward involve
furiously cooperation

Spelling Words

Ill say a word from the list and you write it down. After you write all the
words, count how many words are spelled with y, i, or je to make the long
i sound. How many did you count? Did you count 97 Now look at the
other words and tell me what letters are used to spell the long u sound.

sky mule music

drew tight child

bright cute right

cube grind fry

pie tied few

Challenge:  mighty Utah

Review: coast scold bone

apnjoxa—anjoau] lugjonlisqo—uoneladood Jinb-jdwale Ajweos—Alsnouny
JnjeoeliB-plemyme plog—piun 'disy—aispioiul {pehonsap—paeiesid :SIeMsuy
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Comprehension: Theme
O

. Finish the Story

-
Let’s read the story. The theme is that cooperation is important. How
would you complete the story {o show the theme?

A Class Project

“Let’s get into our groups,” said
Ms. Spencer. “Today we will work
together on making our posters.”
Most of the class loved working on
this project. Each group had to make
a poster about a favorite animal. They
; had to do research about where the
animal lives, what it looks like, and
what it eats. o :

Sue, Jen, and Luke were in one group. Keith, Ben, and

_ Ashley were in another. Sue’s group started to work on their
C) poster about fish.

“Okay,” said Sue. “Who wants to draw the pictures of
different kinds of fish?”

; “Not me,” said Jen. “| am a terrible artist.”

“So am |,” said Luke.

E Keith and Ben overheard them. They both started to laugh.

Ben said, “Hah, luckily we have the best artist in the class

in our group.”

sapueditio] ||IH-WeIooW 8y & yBukdo)

u|
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% arrived- got to where you were going % tied
g & |
% immigrated- to have come o a hew country to live % ], 'cu‘re X
& q ] q I & |, sixteen
0 - >
: inspected- looked at something closely and carefully 5|, peanut ’
;- moment- a very short amount of time : ’1'-"
% % +
% opportunity- a chance for good things to happen X
<0 <)
% photographs- pictures faken with a camera 5
& K
% valuable- worth a lot of money, or means a lot to someone
LN . , , S
(_ % whispered- spoken in a very quiet voice <
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on why people immigrate to new
places. Immigration is an important part of our country’s history.

Here are some activities that you can do with your
child to help reinforce the skills we’'ll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 34)

* Words to Know: figurative language
Help your child use the words to write a made
up story about a child coming to America.

* Spelling/Phonics: long e You will say each
word on the list and then give your child five
seconds to spell each word on the list correctly.

Comprehension: theme (see page 35) |

Help your child read a story and complete a chart
to find the theme.

Unit 2 » Week 2 @




Word Workout

Words to Know

First let’s read the words below. Then let's write a story about a child
who must leave his or her country and come to America. We can tell
where the child is from, why he or she must leave, and what it will be like
§ in America. Try to use all the vocabulary words.

| arrived whispered moment
inspected photographs  valuable
| immigrate opportunity

Spelling Words

Review: tight tied cute

I'll say each word from the list for you to spell. You have five seconds to
spell the word correctly. If you spell a word incorrectly, | will say “Try
again!” You will have another five seconds to spell the word again.
heel street speaks
O week freeze team
creek seal clean
free weak cream
f green bean field g
E 7
Challenge: sixieen peanut %
3
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Comprehension: Theme

Coming to a New Country

Let’s read the story. Then we can fill in the chart to figure out the theme,
or message the author wants us to know.

Long ago people began moving
to America from countries all around
the world. People still move to America
today.

People want to come to the United
States for many different reasons. Some
come to find new jobs. Some want to go
to school in America. Others come here
to be with their families.

Immigrants who come to America do
not only get things they need. They also
give a great deal to the United States.
They bring their customs, share their
talents, and work hard to build strong
families and communities.

Clue:

Clue:

Theme:

"eoewly Jo Jed Juenodw) ue ale sjusiBiuiw) Bwey |
"SjUs(e] puB SWI0ISNo J1eu) aleys sjuelBiww) ento
"|looyas 01 of 1o sgol mau pul 0] swoo spueIBIWW] BN
slamsuy
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Expository Text
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g Vocabulary ’
2 2
: announced- told people about something g
0 o
% candidates- people seeking an office or honor ¥
3 g
& convince- to cause someone fo believe or do something '
g X
& decisions- choices you make about something 2
0
S %
% elect- to choose by voting g
0 ()
: estimate- to guess an amount 5
0 7
: government- people who guide a city, state, or country X
.’ S
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1 g &
% g
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how people make government
work. Your child will learn about the importance of voting and being
good citizens,

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help
reinforce the skills we'll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 39)

» Words to Know: prefixes You will discuss the words and then use
the words 1o create questions and answers.

* Spelling/Phonics: words with silent letters Help your child find
ali their spelling words in a Word Box puzzle. Your child will look for
words with these silent letters: wr, kn, and gn.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page H0)

0| ‘sojuedwo) pIH-Me103y 3y 1 & 1yBuide)

Help your child read a sign and identify the author’s point of view.

w

@ Unit 2 » Week 3
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s discuss these words. Then you will choose one word and use itin a
question. | will try to answer the question using another vocabulary word.
We will do this untit we use all the words on the list.

candidate convince independent  estimate
announced elect government  decision

Spelling Words

See if you can find all of your regular spelling words in the Word Box
below. Look across, down, and diagonally. When you find a word, shade
in each letter box that makes up the word. Then circle the word on the

list below.
wrap write knife gnome
wrists wring knight sign
wrote wreath knock gnaws
wreck knit knee
Challenge:  wristwaich knapsack
Review: heel weak field

Unit 2 » Week 3



Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

Vote For Stevel

Steve is running for mayor. Let’s read the sign about Steve. Then read
each sentence and write yes or no based on what you read. Then circle
the sentence that tells the author’s point of view.

f for Mayor!

| Steve is yhon_esi:
He is smart.
He has lived in this
Town all his life.
Steve will make
on |__out town Safe.

L Vote for Steve Jones é

1. Steve would not make a very good mayor.
Steve is the best person for the job. _____

It is important to have lots of money to be mayor.

People want to feel safe in their town.

g & W DN

Steve does not like the old mayor.

Uy “sojuteduion |)IH-meIDMW Ayl @ yBridon

L
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Vocabulary

success- an aftempt that ends well

car'efaker's— people that care for a person or animal

gogulaho - all of the animals of the same kind living in a place
recogmzed- remembered someone or something from the past
r'ela‘l'lves- members of the same family

> resources- things that are available to be used when needed

urvive- stay alive

-+ W

hreatened- in danger of being hurt
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scratch |
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screen
spread
splash k
spray
streak
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how people can help animals
survive. Children will learn about why some animals need to be
protected and saved.

Here are some activities that you can do
with your child to help reinforce the skills
we'll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page )

* Words to Know: suffixes Help your
child use the words to complete
sentences about helping animals survive.

* Spelling/Phonics: three-letter blends Have you child study the
words for a few minutes. Then you say a blend, and your child
writes down as many words as he or she can remember with that
three-letter blend.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page U5)

Help your child figure out the author’s point of view of a favorite
television show.

Unit2 » Week 4 @




Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s discuss these words. Then you use each word in a sentence that
3 tells about how we can help animals survive. Try to use two words in one

; sentence.

population caretakers recognize
relatives success survive

| resources threatened

Spelling Words

First I'll test you on your review words. Then study the other words for a
couple of minutes. After you study them, I'll say some three-letter blends,
such as scr. See how many words you can write down that begin with
the letters | say. Then we will compare your list to the one below.
scrubs spread strong
<) screams splash squeak
scratch spray three
scrape streak throw
screen strength thread g
£
Challenge: streamer scribble %
3
Review: wrote knife sign i

J
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Comprehension: Author’s Point.of View

What Can You Do?

Let's watch one of our favorite television shows. Then we can answer the
questions below to figure out the writer's point of view.

&

(3 | Clues:

7 Who is the main character?

What does the main character do?

What are some important things the main character says?

How does the main character treat other the characters in
the show?

How do the other characters feel about the main character?

Copyright & The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Author’s Point of View

What do you think the writer of this show wanted the viewers
to believe?

O

Unit 2 » Week 4 @
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Comprehension Skill

point of view

Vocabulary Strateqy

similes

Writing Traits

ideas

Grammar
possessive houns

Other Skills

alliteration and rhyme, open syllables

Genre
poetry

.0...0.0...9...0.¢.0.0.0.0.0.¢.Q.Q.....g.Q.o...0.0.9.0.0.9.0.9.4.0.9.0.0...0.0.0...0.0.0.0.

Vocabulary

ugm_e picture something in your mind

bounce- spring back after hitting something
& inventor- a person who creates something for the first time
obser'ver- someone who watches something

* alliteration- several words or syllables in a row start with the
9

fr'ee verse- poem in which some verses rhyme and some do not

\ & r'hx me- when words end with the same sound

www.theteachersguide.com

Comprehension Strategy
genre-limerick and free verse
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digraphs

chick
teacher
cheese
" truth
fish
much
lunch
stretch
pathway
whales
pitch
hatch
thick
them

spray
streak
thread
. sandwich
weather
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Dedr Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how people
figure things out. When we have to figure something
out, what do we think of first? What do we do next?

Here are some activities that you can do with your
child to help reinforce the skills we'll be practicing.

* Word Workout (see page 49)

* Words to Know: figurative language: simile
Help your child complete a crossword puzzle using
the words.

* Spelling/Phonics: digraphs Help your child write
the spelling words and additional words in columns
labeled with the letters ch, tch, th, and sh.

Comprehension: author’s point of view (see page 50)

Help your child make up answers to a question from different points of
view.

Unit 2 « Week 5
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s read the words and then use them to complete the crossword

puzzle below.
bounce observer
imagine inventor
1.
Across Down 5.
4. A person who creates 1. Someone who looks 3,
something at things

2. Picture in your mind

3. Spring up 4.

Spelling Words

O Let’s write the letters ch, tch, th, and sh at the top of each of four
columns. I'll say a spelling word. You write the word in the correct
column. Then we will read all the words in each column.

chick hatch pathway
: much cheese them
E pitch stretch fish
E teacher thick whales
g lunch truth what
Challenge: sandwich weather
Review: spray streak thread

: 20UNOG—uUMDQ € 'subewl—umo(
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View

~ What Would They Say?

Let's pretend it is raining outside and you go to visit each character from
a book. First read the sentence about each character. Then write what
the character might say if you asked this question: “What would be the
best thing to do now?”

Marty likes to play video games and
baseball. Marty said,

Beth loves to be outdoors. Her dog
needs o go out. Beth said,

[

Ed just got a new bike. He also collects
football cards, and he likes to read.
Ed said,

g LSUonosyo0 ples Aw
f 1€ 300] 5,18 05 ‘}Jom 196 0} ay1q Aw wem juop |, ‘pres p3 ,Bop Aw yjem pue syeoodurel
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on the qualities that make animals
unique. We will talk about what characteristics make animals different
from each other.

Here are some activities that you
can do with your child to help
reinforce the skills we'll be
practicing.

Word Workout (see page 54)

* Words to Know: synonyms You and your child define the words.
Then you will take turns using words from the list in sentences.

* Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowels You will read the words to
your child. Have your child identify the spelling of the /ur/ sound in
each word (for example: ir, er, ur, and or).

- Comprehension: problem and solution (see page 55)

You and your child will read about how the bluebird got her color, and
why. You will also learn how the coyote got his color. Then you will talk
about the problems of the story characters.

Unit 3 » Week 1 @
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s discuss the meaning of each word. Then I'll use a word from the list
in a sentence. You tell me if | used the word correctly, Then you take a
turn. We will do this until we have used all the words in sentences.

| disbelief dismay watchful features

: fabulous offered splendid unigue

Spelling Words

I'm going to say each of these words slowly. You tell me how the r sound
in the word is spelled: ir, er, ur, or or.

whirl firm stern nurse pearl
third fern serve turns word
girls herds hurt learn world

Challenge:  perfect Thursday

Review: stretch thick whales

@ Unit 3 » Week 1
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Comprehension: Problem and Solution

()
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The Bluebird and the Coyote

We are going to read about how the bluebird became blue, and how the
coyote became gray. Each character has a problem. And each character
solves its problem. But what happens next? After we read, fill in the

blanks in the chart below.

Long ago, Bird lived deep in the forest. Bird sang all day,
but she was not happy. She did not [ike her color. She was

a dull gray.

She had hope, though. She lived near a magical pond. The
pond was a wonderful shade of bilue. Each day she washed
herself in the pond. She hoped she would become blue,

just like the water.

One day Bird’s wish came true! When she flew out of the
pond, she was blue. The other animals were amazed. The
happiest animal, though, was Coyote.

“At last,” thought Coyote. “| can be bluel!

No more gray fur for mel” So Coyote
dived into the pond once a day. He
swam there every day for a month. At
the end of the month, Coyote was blue.
He was so happy he leapt in the air.

As Coyote was running back home, though, he tripped and
fell. Down he went, into the dust. And Coyote was gray, all

over again.
What's the What’s the
Problem? Solution?. Did It Work?
Bird
Coyote

Unit 3 » Week 1 @
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Historical Fiction

Story

Teacher”

Genre
Biography

Story

Genre

.....................................

Comprehension Strateqy

visualize

Comprehension Skill
cause and effect

Vocabulary Strateqy
figurative language: idioms

Writing Traits

word choice-linking words

Grammar
subject-verb agreement-tense

Other Skills

prefixes un-, re-, pre-

Genre
historical fiction

Vocabulary

£ bravery- courage when facing danger
.

3

¥,

Q

X

o]

amazement- a feeling of great surprise

0
v disappear- fo stop being visible

E donated- gave something to help

IR

XX

s

Ko

>

&,

&
&

Lod50d5els

% leader- a person who guides or leads others
nervous- upset or worried about something
< refused- would not do something

temporary- lasts only for a short time
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing
on leadership. We will talk about how
one person’s thoughis or actions can
make a difference for others.

Here are some activities that you
can do with your child to help
reinforce the skills we'll be practicing.

| Word Workout (see page 59)

* Words to Know: idioms You and your child will play word bingo.

« Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowels You will help your child
write the words from the list that have the same vowel sound heard
in bark and in more. Then your child will underline the letters in each
word that stand for the vowel sound.

Comprehension: cause and effect (see page 60)

You and your child will read a story about some ants who lose their
anthill and what they do about it. Then you will think about what
caused the events in the story to happen.

Unit3 » Week 2
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sharp
yard

artist

Challenge:

Review:

Word Workout

Words to Know

BINGDO

Speliing Words

carve
porch

storm

orchard

learn

sport
story

chore

shore
sore

hoard

ignore

word

{ bravery donated refused
| disappear | FREE nervous
famazement| leader temporary

Let's play “Word Bingo.” | will help you make a board with nine boxes. |
will say a word, and you write that word in any box. Then you call out any
word on the board, and | will circle the word on the board.

Some of the words on this list have the r sound you hear in bark. Other
words have the r sound you hear in more. Fold a paper in half. Write
bark and more at the top of each column. Then write the words in a list
under the word with the same vowel sound. Underline the letters that
stand for that vowel sound.

oars

pour

your

furns

Unit3 » Week 2
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect
@

Why Did That Happen?

You know a cause is what makes something happen. The effect is what
happens as a result of the cause. Let’s read a story about what happens
when some ants have to rebuild their anthill. Then answer the questions.

It was a cool spring day, and everyone at the anthill was hard
at work. All of a sudden, a huge shoe came from nowhere.
Whoosh! Dirt flew everywhere! And the ants flew with it!

The Queen cried, “We have to
rebuild this hill at once!” Quickly,
the ants got to work, in two
teams. Ork led one team, and
Plork led the other. Ork was the
loudest ant on the hill. He loved
to shout, and he loved to give
orders. Plork was a good worker,
O but he was very quiet. He always thought before he spoke

The ants worked all day. Ork stomped back and forth. He
shouted. He gnashed his pincers. Plork walked around,
slowly and carefully. Every now and then, he patted an ant
on the head.

The next morning, the Queen came to inspect. Ork’s half of
the hill was a mess. The tunnels didn’t go anywhere, and
there were grains of dirt everywhere. The ants who worked
for Ork were lying on the ground, exhausted. Plork’s half
was beautiful, and almost finished. Not a grain of dirt was
out of place. And his workers were still working.

wedwios [IH-MRIDIW 3] & WBukAdod

2up ‘say

The Queen was so happy, she put Plork in charge of all the
ants. Together, they finished the hill in a few hours.

1. How did Ork lead his team?
‘ 2. How did Plork lead his team?
SR 3. How did each team do with their task?
—_ 4. 1f you led a team, how would you lead it? Why?

Unit 3 » Week 2
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Story
Earth

summarize

Comprehension Skill

Genre
Expository Text

&

main idea and key details

Vocabulary Strateqgy

Story

"Coyote and the
Jar of Stars”

i Genre
Legend

( Story

"Earth and Its
Neighbors"

y Genre
Expository Text

suffixes

Writing Traits

organization

Grammar
past-tense verbs

Other Skills
suffixes -y and -ly

Genre
expository texy
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Vocabulary

0
0
0
0
0
’

% surface- the outside of something

SodSo

< amount- how much of something there is

3 . astronomy- the study of stars and planets

glo e- the world

O IOE SO KA

g ¢ solar_system- the sun and the planets that move around it

3
Q

%, support- provide what is needed for something

<

x femperature- how hot or cold something is

OO

(_ )% s« warmth- heat

XX XK O
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r-controlled

vowels
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n  careful

' stared
shared
pair
stairs
wear
bear
where
there
dear
rear
gear
here
career

peer

q shore
carve
storm

,  square
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| .Hé'ﬁfe-School Connection

Word Workout (see page 64)
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Dedr Family Member:

In our class this week, we're learning all about different discoveries.
We will talk about what we know about the planet Earth. We will also
talk about the other planets in the solar system.

You can try these activities with your child at
home. They will reinforce skills your child is
learning in class.

¢ Words to Know: suffixes You and your
child will use the words in the list to form
questions and give answers.

* Spelling/Phonics: r-controlled vowels
You will say the words from the list and
have your child spell the words. Then your child will identify the
letters that stand for the /&r/ and /ir/ sounds.

Comprehension: main idea and key details (see page 65) -

You will read about solar wind, finding out what it is, how we study it,
and what it causes. Then you will figure out the main ideas of the
different paragraphs in the passage.

Unit3 » Week 3
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Word Workout

Words to Know

I'm going to use one of these words to ask a question. Then you choose
another word and use it to answer my question.

support temperature  amount astronomy

warmth globe surface solar system

-Jranus

Spelling Words

| am going to read a word from the list. Spell the word for me. How many
words did you get right? Then let’s iook at the list and underline the
letters that stand for the r~-controlled vowel sound. Remember the letter r
changes the sound of the vowels that it follows.

careful pair bear dear here
shared stairs where rear career
stared wear there gear peer
Challenge: square clearly

Review: shore carve storm

Unit 3 » Week 3
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Comprehension: Main Idea and Key Details

Solar Wind

Now we're going to read about solar wind. Solar wind is a mysterious
force that causes many odd effects throughout the solar system. Look
for the main idea in each paragraph. Then tell me the details that
support each main idea.

e

Have you ever heard of solar wind? Solar wind is a force,
much like a wind, that comes from the sun. Scientists have
studied it for a long time, but there is still a lot we don’t know.
As we learn more about it, we learn more about the universe.

Solar wind is a mass of particles shot out from the sun.
These particles are too small for our eyes to see. In fact,
you couldn’t see them with most microscopes. Each of
these particles carries a charge. This charge is much like
an electrical charge. When these particles travel together
as a group, they have great force. This force is magnetic.

O ‘ Because it causes things to follow it, scientists think it is
like a wind.

Scientists study the solar wind in many ways.
They use strong telescopes and cameras to
observe the wind from Earth. They have also
sent spaceships to study it. One of these
spaceships was called Ulysses. Ulysses was
sent from the space shuttle Discovery. Ulysses
had no scientists on it. The ship traveled very
close to the sun. It took many pictures. Scientists
used these pictures to [earn about solar wind.

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Scientists say that solar wind causes things ”
to happen on Earth. The most interesting of *
these events is called the northern lights.
These lights can only be seen in certain
parts of the country, at certain times of the
- year. They are beautiful shades of blue,
b purple, and green.

Unit 3 = Week 3
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Story

Genre
Expository Text

Story

Saw”
Genre
Myth
Story

Genre
Expository Text

| Big Ideas from Nature

Comprehension Strateqy

summarize

Comprehension Skill

main idea and key details

Vocabulary Strategy

root words

Writing Traits

orgahization

Grammar

future-tense verbs

Other Skills

prefixes, final e syllables

Genre
expository text
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Vocabulary

imitate- try to act like something else

effective- works well
example- a thing used to show what other similar things are

like

identical- exactly the same

material- the stuff used to make something

model- a small copy of something

observed- looked at closely

¢ similar- alike but not exactly the same
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be learning all
about new ideas. We will talk about the
ideas we get from nature.

Here are some activities you can do
with your child to help reinforce the
skills we'll be practicing.

| Word Workout (see page 69)

* Words to Know: root words
You and your child will use the
words in the list to describe what it
might be like inside a science lab.

* Spelling/Phonics: prefixes pre-, dis-, mis- You will give your
child the base word from the list (a word without & prefix). Your child

has to add the correct prefix to the word and spell the word that is on
the list.

Comprehension: main idea and key details (see page 70)

Together you will read about how Velcro™ was invented. Then your
child will fill in some blanks that show the story's main idea and
important details.

Unit 3 » Week 4
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Word Workout

Words to Know

Let's pretend we're in a lab. How would you use these words to describe
what you were doing? Let’s try to use all the words on the list.

model effective similar example

identical material imitate observe

Spelling Words

Let’s look at these words for a few minutes. They all start with a prefix:
mis-, pre-, or dis-, | will give you the base word, or the word without the
prefix. Then you have {o add the correct prefix and spell the word.

; misprint mistreat preplan dishonest
§ misread precut preheat discover
g mistrust preview distrust disable
§ misspell prepaid discount

Challenge: prejudge disconnect

Review: stairs rear where

C
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Comprehension: Main Idea and Key Details
)

\‘ A Sticky Situation!

Now we’re going to read about how Velcro™ was invented. After we
finish, you can answer the questions below.

The Invention of Velcro™

One day, a Swiss scientist named Georges de Mestral was
taking his dog for a walk through the countryside. He was
thinking something over, and he needed the fresh air. When
he got home, he noticed something ;
odd. He was covered with burrs!
Burrs were small, thorny grains
that grew on thistles.

He wondered how the burrs could
have gotten stuck on his clothing.
They were certainly tough to pull offl The scientist had
always been a curious person. So he looked at one of the
Q 1 burrs under a microscope. He discovered something very

" interesting. The burrs were covered with tiny hooks. These
hooks attached to the threads in his clothing.

Mestral decided he could make a fastener
that looked just like the burrs. The fastener _§
would have two parts. One part would '
be a hook, and the other part a loop. If
you put enough of these parts on the
same pieces of material and pressed
them together, they would stick. He

named his invention Velcro™! Today
it is used for jackets, backpacks, and even in outer space!

2u[ ‘sajuedwod IH-meIDW 3y, @ 1ybuddo)

1. What is the main idea of this article?
2. The man who invented Velcro was named
3. After he took a walk, he discovered

Q 4. One part of his invention had a hook, and the other part
| had a

Unit 3 » Week 4
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Dear Family Member:

This week our class will be focusing on how each event in history is
unigue. We will discuss some important events from the past and how
they have affected us.

Here are some activities that you can
do with your child to help reinforce the
skills we'll be practicing.

Word Workout (see page 74)

+ Words to Know: suffixes You and
your child will make up story using all the
words on the list.

» Spelling/Phonics: diphthongs After your child looks at the list
words for a minute, you will cover them. Then you will say each
word and have your child spell it.

Comprehension: sequence (see page 75)

Your child will read short paragraphs about events that occurred
before the American Revolution. Have your child write a sentence
about each paragraph and then put the events in the order of
occurrence.

Unit3 » Week 5 @




Word Workout

Words to Know

Let’s define the words. Then we will make up a story using all of the
words, We can start like this: Pioneers settled the American West.

boomed appreciate agreeable pioneers

descendants vehicles emigration transportation

Spelling Words

You can look at the words for a minute, and then I'll cover them. Next I'll
say each word on the list, and you spell it. Then name the letters that
stand for the vowel sound you hear in each word.

foil coins noise point enjoy

joyful down owl crowd round
| couch proud bounce plow loudly 5
Challenge:  choice snowplow §
:E.
Review: misprint prepaid discount 7

(.
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Comprehension: Sequence

What Came First?

Now we’re going to read about four different events that led to the
American Revolution. The events are out of order. After you read, write a
sentence about each event and put them in the correct order.

The British, who ruled America, passed the Stamp
Act in 1764. Many colonists became very upset. The
Stamp Act required that they pay for a special stamp
for important documents and newspapers. The

colonists did not like being taxed, and they rebelled.

The French and Indian War was one of the
first events that led to the American
Revolution. This was actually a war
between the French and the British. It was
mainly over land. The British won this war
in 1763.

: ——

The Continental Congress was the last big event N~ |~
before the Revolution started. This was a meeting
of the heads of the colonists’ government. At this
meeting, they discussed what they should do next.

They also worked out a plan.

The Boston Tea Party was another protest
about taxes. By 1773, the British had taken
away all taxes except for the tax on tea.
The colonists dressed up as Indians and
went to Boston Harbor and dumped the
boxes of tea into the Atlantic Ocean.
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